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Finding Finding Major KeysMajor Keys with with Flats Flats 
using Solfegeusing Solfege

Mr. JacksonMr. Jackson
Written Written Proficiency PrepProficiency Prep

ReminderReminder
zz Memorize this fact for your Memorize this fact for your majormajor key key 

signatures! If you see a staff with no flats (or signatures! If you see a staff with no flats (or 
sharps) like this below, sharps) like this below, DoDo is on any C on the is on any C on the 

staff staff -- You are in You are in C MajorC Major! ! 

Do

Do

Order of FlatsOrder of Flats
zz Key Signatures with flats always have the same Key Signatures with flats always have the same orderorder

in which they appear. in which they appear. 

zz Some phrases to help you remember the order of flats:Some phrases to help you remember the order of flats:

zz BB EE AA DD -- GGreatest reatest CCommon ommon FFactoractor
zz BBattle attle EEnds nds AAnd nd DDown own GGoes oes CCharles' harles' FFatherather
zz BBread read EEating ating AAfter fter DDinner inner GGets ets CCats ats FFatat

Major Keys with FlatsMajor Keys with Flats
# of Flats Flats in Key Signature Key Name (Major) 

1 B F Major

2 B E B-Flat Major 

3 B E A E-Flat Major

zz Let’s Keep our Phrases Let’s Keep our Phrases 
at hand: at hand: 
zz BB EE AA DD -- GGreatest reatest 

CCommonommon FFactoractor
zz BBattleattle EEndsnds AAndnd

DDownown GGoes oes CCharles'harles'
FFatherather
BB dd EE titi AAftft

4 B E A D A-Flat Major

5 B E A D G D-Flat Major

6 B E A D G C G-Flat Major

7 B E A D G C F C-Flat Major

zz BBreadread EEatingating AAfterfter
DDinnerinner GGetsets CCatsats FFat at 

Remember 3 Things:Remember 3 Things:

1. 1. No FlatsNo Flats = = Key of CKey of C

2. The2. The Last FlatLast Flat = = FaFa
3.3. Do Do == TheThe Name of Your Major Key Name of Your Major Key 

TheThe Last FlatLast Flat = = FaFa
z Look at the LAST FLAT (the flat that is furthest to the RIGHT) and 

identify that as Fa.
z Count forwards or backwards until you find Do. Wherever Do

determines what key you are in!* 

* Don’t forget to check your key signature! 

Last Flat (Fa)

Do
Mi

Fa
Re

Since Do always lands on the note “F”, we are in 
the Key of F Major

So
La

Ti
Do
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Last Flat ‘Last Flat ‘FaFa’ ’ –– Multiple FlatsMultiple Flats

Last Flat (Fa)

Ti
Do

Do
Mi

Fa

Re

So
La

Ti

Since Do always lands on the note “D-Flat”, we are 
in the Key of D-Flat Major.

Last Flat ‘Last Flat ‘FaFa’ ’ –– Multiple FlatsMultiple Flats
Last Flat (Fa)

Fa
So

La
Ti Do

2nd to Last Flat (Do)

Do
Mi

Fa

Re

Since Do always lands on the note “G-Flat”, we are 
in the Key of G-Flat Major.

¾Notice a ‘trick’ that can help 
you find Do faster? 

True or FalseTrue or False

zz Examine the Key Signature below with the Examine the Key Signature below with the 
provided answer provided answer –– is this answer correct?is this answer correct?

¾Since the last flat (A) is “Fa” – “Do” occurs on E AND 

¾The second to last flat is E , SO 

We are in the Key of E

FALSE
ALWAYS REMEMBER TO CHECK YOUR KEY SIGNATURE! IT WOULD BE IN THE 

O S C S S GKEY OF E-FLAT SINCE THERE IS AN E-FLAT IN THE KEY SIGNATURE!!

So Remember…So Remember…

1. 1. No FlatsNo Flats = = Key of CKey of C

2. The2. The Last FlatLast Flat = = FaFa**
3.3. Do Do == TheThe Name of Your Major Key Name of Your Major Key 

•• If If multiple flats exist, the multiple flats exist, the 22ndnd to Last Flatto Last Flat == DoDo

MUSICAL CLUE: MUSICAL CLUE: Played any Xylophones lately? ☺
You need Key Signatures to play them!!!


